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 Pray that we can find another 

car or van. We have a short-

term solution, but are looking 

for a long-term one. 

 

 Pray for DOOR as we try to 

build capacity to take on   

more translation projects.  

Our leaders are taxed to their 

limit right now (including Rob), 

and we need to bring in more    

staff to help alleviate this      

burden.  

summer 2017 

What would it be like to walk in the place where Jesus walked? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This April, the Forum of Bible Agencies International (FOBAI) held 

its annual meeting on Bible translation and Scripture engage-

ment. FOBAI is one of the main venues worldwide for Bible    

translation organizations to “maximize worldwide access and  

impact of God’s Word.” DOOR International is a member of      

FOBAI along with 18 other organizations. 

 

Every three years, the Forum meets in an international location. 

This year, they met in Jerusalem, Israel! The topic of the forum 

was “Context of Scripture in the Land of the Bible.” We learned 

how the geography, culture, language, and setting of Scripture 

impacts the way we translate it. 

 

Rob traveled to Israel a week early for a tour hosted by the       

Jerusalem Center for Bible Translators. The tour was led by one 

of DOOR’s Deaf leaders, Mark Sorenson. A few places we visited 

included Nazareth, the Western Wall, the City of David, Mt.       

Carmel, the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, and the Dead Sea. 

 

We are so grateful that Michelle, Jon, and Mason were able to  

accompany Rob on this trip! Jon’s favorite place was the ruins of 

King Herod’s winter palace at Masada near the Dead Sea. Mason 

said his favorite experience was hiking the beautiful springs and 

waterfalls of En Gedi, where David hid from King Saul in a cave. 

Our faith grew in amazing ways. For our boys, it was an opportu-

nity to see first-hand the evidence of all that the Bible has de-

scribed. They talk about how it made the Bible “come alive.”  

 HIS 
IN 



 

Did you know that there are still people in Israel who do not 

have access to God’s Word in their heart language? Yes, the land 

of the Bible still has people who don’t have access to Scripture. 

 

The Deaf in Israel use Israeli Sign Language, and ISL currently 

has no published Scripture. Out of the estimated 350 or more 

sign languages in the world, only 20 have published Scripture. 

Over 50% of that work comes from DOOR (check out the trans-

lations on the Deaf Bible app or on the  website deaf.bible). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mark Sorenson, one of DOOR’s Deaf leaders, participated in a 4-week training program last September. 

The training was for Bible translators and translation consultants through the Jerusalem Center for Bible 

Translators and Hebrew University. It was the first time that the program had Deaf participants, and it 

was an incredible learning experience for everyone involved! 

 

One evening during the program, Mark and other Deaf DOOR staff met several Deaf people from Israel. 

They talked about the status of the Deaf community in Israel, the challenges they face, etc. Mark asked 

them whether they knew of DOOR’s translation work. When they indicated they didn’t, Mark showed 

them a story from another sign language on the Deaf Bible app. 

 

The Israeli Deaf were captivated. “Wow, this is so clear! We’ve never seen anything like this before. Do you 

have this in Israeli Sign Language?” they signed to Mark. When Mark told them there were no Scriptures 

available in ISL, the Israeli Deaf exclaimed, "Why not?!" They desire to see something like this develop. 

 

When Rob and Mark were in Israel in April, they met with a representative of the Israeli Bible Society to 

talk about what would need to happen to see a translation begin in ISL. There are a number of  

challenges, but we are excited about how this is developing. 

 

Please pray for the Deaf in Israel, as well as the millions of Deaf around the world who still have no  

access to Scripture in their first language. Pray that God would bring the financial and human resources 

to DOOR for us to play our part in meeting this great need. 

To contact us: DOOR International, 135 N State St, Suite 200, Zeeland, MI  49464; Ph: 616-741-7200 

Email: door@doorinternational.com    Websites: www.doorinternational.com   /   www.deafbibles.com 

To send donations: Dept. 9012, P.O. Box 30516, Lansing, MI 48909-8016 

While DOOR seeks to apply every gift as intended, all contributions are solicited with the  understanding that           

DOOR has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. 

DOOR International’s mission is to bring God’s Word and reproducing Christian fellowships to the Deaf of the world. DOOR  

is a non-denominational, non-profit (501(c)3) Christian mission organization of many Deaf people (and a few hearing people). 
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