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“For the word of God is alive 

and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it pene-

trates even to dividing soul 

and spirit, joints and marrow;  

it judges the thoughts and atti-

tudes of the heart.” Hebrews 

4:12 

ALIVE    ACTIVE & 

"So how do you feel?" The consultant-in-training (CIT) I was evaluating  

asked this of a South Asian team of Deaf translators after we had  

watched their first draft translation (video) of 1 Samuel 28.  

 

 

 

 
"Well, the Philistines were going to go to war with Israel, and David  

would have to fight with them." 

 

"Yes, that's what happened, but did you feel anything about the story?" 

 

"Uh ... well, Saul was wrong to go to a medium." 

 

"True. Was it exciting or scary or suspenseful or disturbing?” 

 

Silence (well, visual silence -- no one signed any response). Finally one  

team member said, "No, not really," and others reluctantly agreed. 

 

"There is a lot of drama, action, and emotion in this story. The tension  

builds. Several people fear for their lives. It follows a universal story  

arc. Deaf people are consummate storytellers, and sign languages  

are perfect for setting up a narrative, building tension, impressing  

people at the climax, and working down to a resolution at the end.  

Let's work together to make that happen."  

 

The CIT I was evaluating did a wonderful job with the team. They had fallen into a common translation "trap": 

they worked hard on translating each sentence correctly, but missed the overall structure of the passage. 

They missed the subtle connections that would communicate more of the complete meaning and impact the 

original readers understood.  

 

In Bible translation, we have to look at the big picture of the passage first, then the organization and relation-

ships of the smaller chunks of information ... paragraphs, sentences, phrases, and finally, words. It's tempting 

to begin with the smaller elements and lose the larger point of the passage in the process. 

 

I'll be teaching a class to our Deaf CITs later this year about this very topic: Discourse Analysis. How can we 

best equip and empower translation teams to fully capture all that God intended in His living and active 

Word? Please pray for our Deaf translation teams. Pray that they would first understand the big picture of  

a passage, and for me as I prepare to teach on this complex topic. 
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Which came first, the chicken or 

the egg? 

 

Do we serve in order to gain iden-

tity and be filled? Or, are we given 

identity and filled with all that we 

need in order that we might 

serve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In our recent International Leader-

ship Team (ILT) meetings, I led  

sessions on the cycle of grace.  

We looked at the healthy cycle of     

Jesus' life, as compared to the     

unhealthy cycles that are so     

common among those in full-time 

ministry. 

 

First, we are loved, we are His, and 

He delights in us. That's who we 

are in Christ before we ever lift a 

finger to serve Him. Then, we are 

invited to open our hearts and 

lives to Him in many different ways 

(rest, prayer, time in the Word, fel-

lowship, worship, enjoying nature, 

etc.) so that He can fill us with all 

He has for us and all we need.  

THE CYCLE OF     GRACE 
When we know who we are and are allowing Him to fill us, His char-

acter naturally shines out from our lives. Finally, out of all of that, 

His Spirit works in us to make us fruitful. 

 

When we serve in order to find our significance and identity, we find 

needs in ourselves that are not met, and we go searching for some-

thing or someone other than God to meet them. We hope that God  

is pleased with all of our hard work, and when we're not sure if he is  

or not, we just try to work harder. This "cycle of works" usually leads 

to exhaustion, burnout, discouragement, disillusionment, and just 

"being done." 

 

It was a meaningful time for all of us, and we are working on ensur-

ing that our lives follow this healthy and godly cycle, too. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Many of the ILT members have since taught these same concepts 

to their families, friends, and co-workers, and God's truth is chang-

ing lives. Others have concrete plans to teach at upcoming camps, 

meetings, etc. 

 

Praise God for His cycle of grace, and please pray for those of us on 

DOOR staff, that our lives would reflect it. Pray also for ILT members 

as they pass on this message of His grace to others.  

LIVING IN  
SACRED  
BALANCE 


