
Survey & Report
In our last newsletter, we mentioned that we 
would be heading to Madagascar to do language 
survey in May. We had a great trip! It was a short 
two-week trip, but we were able to interview many 
members of the Deaf community there, meet with 
the Malagasy Bible Society and Malagasy Lutheran 
Church, and met with possible partners to discuss 
starting Bible translation and 

church planting / 
evangelism projects 
there in Madagascar. 
We are thankful for 
a successful trip 
and a great team. In 
the ensuing months, 
we’ve been working 
to analyze all of the 
data we gathered 
and summarize it 
in a report, which 
we finished at the 
beginning of August!
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Madagascar
Facts & Information

• Madagascar is an island located off the 
east coast of Africa. It’s about four times 
the size of Georgia, and has around 
25 million inhabitants. It’s the world’s 
fourth largest island.

• People who live in Madagascar speak 
primarily French and their native 
language, Malagasy.

• The economy is mostly agricultural,    
and Madagascar is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. The average 
annual salary for a single person is 
around $850/year.

• Madagascar is famous for its wildly 
varying plant and animal life, with 90% 
of its plants and animals being found 
nowhere else in the world! You might 
recognize the most famous of these: 
ring-tailed lemurs. 

• We estimate the Deaf population of 
Madagascar at around 250,000 people.

• There are less than 10 Deaf schools in 
the whole country.
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Completed
Survey Training

With the conclusion of our survey trip in Madagascar, 
we also completed the survey training program we 
were running which started in February. The training 
went well, and we hope to see great gains in autonomy 
and productivity from the team members. We’ll 
continue to offer training at regular intervals in the 
future to cover new topics, and when new members 
join the team.
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Our Plans
The Rest of 2019

While we don’t have any more internation-
al travel planned for this year, we’re keep-
ing busy! 

• Over the next few months, we’re help-
ing to plan survey trips to south Asia 
and two central Asian countries. Pray 
for the teams as they travel! 

• In September, we’re heading to Mich-
igan for DOOR leadership meetings; 
it’s always a great experience, but very 
busy! Pray for energy and focus. 

• In November, we’ll be traveling to Flori-
da for the Digital Bible Library summit, 
to discuss submitting DOOR’s digital 
translation work to an international 
archive of Bible translation material. 

As always, thanks for your prayers as we 
work through all of this! 

New Position
Starting in January, DOOR has been implementing some wide-reaching organizational restructuring. 
As part of that, Dan’s position has changed to International Director of Support Services. In addition 
to coordinating DOOR’s international survey work and IT department, he’s also working to support the 
areas of reporting and strategic partnerships. It’s a lot of additional responsibility, and we’d appreciate 
prayers as he navigates these new waters.


