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Whew! What a summer this has
been so far. Despite the continuing
pandemic, we’ve had no trouble
keeping busy. We’re thankful for
a bit of downtime here and there,
and enjoyed a backyard pool this
summer. Here’s a snapshot of
what we’ve been up to, and how
we’ve seen God move.

DOOR because our 2-by-2 teams are so widely spread out over
many countries, and most traditional reporting systems rely on
written language reports. In response to this, DOOR established a
system whereby church planters and evangelists can submit reports about their progress and activities, share testimonies and
prayer requests, and keep the rest of the organization updated,
all using their native sign language. In the time we have had the
system operational, we have received thousands of updates directly from the field!

WE CAN MAKE OUR PLANS, BUT

THE LORD DETERMINES OUR PATH
We started June with our International Directors’ meetings, hosted
on Zoom again. These meetings
(usually a week long twice a year in
person, but happening more often
now) are critical to addressing challenges and opportunities. Meeting
on Zoom is a challenge (as many of
you now know, we imagine!), but we
were able to make good progress.
The following week, another of
DOOR’s leaders visited us in Western NY. We spent the time brainstorming ways to improve DOOR’s
field reporting system. Field reporting is one of the primary methods
we have for gathering information
from and evaluating our church
planting and evangelism teams.
This is especially challenging for

In July, Dan was able to travel to
Florida to meet with members of
another ministry to coordinate
and plan the early stages of survey
and possible translation in Turkey.
He spent the time getting to know
the partners and discussing ways
to work together in the future.
Shortly after, we were able to host
meetings for a new DOOR department, the Scripture Distribution
Team, in our home! Scripture distribution is an exciting, emerging
undertaking for DOOR. Traditionally, DOOR has focused on Bible
translation and church planting
and relied on partners to distribute that material, but it’s become clear that the harvest is plentiful but the workers few. We were able to hire three full-time individuals to form this new team, and these meetings were the official
start of the department within DOOR. You might be wondering
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what Scripture distribution looks like for DOOR; in short, it’s the process of getting the translated content into
people’s hands by whatever means necessary, and those means can vary widely from community to community. For example, in some countries, smartphones are still uncommon and expensive, and out of reach for many
Deaf people. It’s up to this team to work with local partners to determine the best solutions!
In other news, we were able to spend some time with family this spring and summer, including a trip to Kansas to visit Dan’s grandparents, and a mini working vacation to the Thousand Islands region in upper NY state.
We’re thankful for these opportunities, and all the family and friends we shared them with.

UPCOMING AND GOING
In August, we had many plans which were abruptly cancelled. Dan had purchased tickets to travel to Kenya for
seventeen consecutive business days of meetings, including Directors’ meetings (not on Zoom this time!), a workshop on best practices for reporting and sharing impact stories with partners, our International Ministry Council
meetings, and more training for the Scripture Distribution Team. Just nine days before he planned to fly, though,
it was decided to postpone two of the meetings, and move the other two to Zoom. While this is unfortunate, and
he’s sorry for the missed opportunity to get together with some amazing colleagues, it also comes as a relief
during a very busy season.
In early October, we’re set on heading to Turkey to do language survey. We’re still planning, but we’ll likely visit
six or more cities there, doing research and collecting data. Hopefully, we’ll be able to use this information as a
starting point for many different projects, including translation.
This will be the first survey we have done with Ezra being school age. Because of this, we have invited a young woman, Grace Kelley, to come
along with us to Turkey to spend time with Ezra and help him do his
schoolwork while we travel. We feel like this will be huge help to us, make
the trip more enjoyable for Ezra, and be an exciting opportunity for Grace.
Many elements have come together to make this possible, and we’re excited
to have her. We’d appreciate your prayers for her, and encourage you to
send her a note letting her know you are praying at:
Grace Kelley
4519 Brown Road
East Bethany, NY 14054

DOOR won’t be covering Grace’s travel costs,
and she has some financial needs remaining
to go on this trip. Let us know if you’re interested in helping her make this trip possible!
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