
My family and I were privileged to be able to attend the Deaf Christian Leaders Conference (DCLC) hosted 
by Deaf Missions in Omaha, Nebraska the second weekend in September. This year was especially special 
because Deaf Missions had a Jubilee celebration to celebrate their 50th anniversary as a Deaf ministry. 
This event was supposed to take place last year, but due to COVID-19, it was postponed to 2021. 

Not everyone from our family was able to make it, but those of 
us who were able to attend enjoyed the sessions and fellowship 
greatly. Our grandson, Timothy, was a big hit! I (Mark) gave 
a presentation about DOOR and our work among the Deaf 
communities of the world. Our son Tyler, our son-in-law Bobby,  
    and I were blessed to be part of the group praying over   
      Deaf Missions’ work over the years. 

    Lyndalou helped lead the worship sessions throughout the weekend with the original ASL 
songs she created as part of her work with Deaf Harbor, and our son Stephen premiered his original ASL 
music video called “On Fire”! Stephen is featured in the video along with our other children Nathan and 
Hannah. This is the second song those three have released under the label of Deaf Harbor Youth Music. 
Seeing our children using their gifts to serve the Lord has always brought Lyndalou and I so much joy. Check 
out Stephen’s song at this link: https://youtu.be/-7q5qzsH4qE

Facing the Giants 
At the end of August, DOOR had its annual weeklong International Ministry Council (IMC) meetings via Zoom. 
We typically do those meetings in-person, but this year’s and last year’s were virtual because of COVID-19.
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We opened each day’s session with a devotional, and the entire week we dove deeply into the story of the 12 
spies from Numbers 13-14. I wanted to share a specific highlight from these devotionals with you today. When 
the 12 spies returned to the Israelites after scouting the land of Canaan, they brought back examples of the rich 
fruit growing there, such as a large cluster of grapes that took two men to carry it! But the spies also said that 
the land was peopled by giants.

“But the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and fortified. We even saw giants 
there, the descendants of Anak!” Numbers 13:28 (NLT)

This is what we face daily in our Bible translation work among the Deaf communities of the world. There 
is rich fruit to be found, but we must face the giants to harvest the fruit. The giants are the challenges we 
face, including but not limited to COVID-19, religious persecution, technological barriers and a lack of 
understanding/awareness from the general population about the Deaf community and its needs.

We are cheered by the thought that we are not alone in this great undertaking. DOOR is blessed to have you 
partnering with us in facing and defeating the giants standing in our way so that we can harvest the fruit from 
Deaf people groups worldwide.

Fruit in Mongolia
I am thrilled to share this tale of fruit being harvested among the 
Deaf people in Mongolia. As part of my work with DOOR in Hungary 
back in 2000-2005, we trained a group of Deaf leaders from Mongolia. 
One of them, Gomboo, has continued to implement the training 
he received in 2002, and he has helped start a Deaf committee in 
Ulaanbaatar focused on engaging with the Deaf in the country. There 
are now Deaf churches and believers’ fellowships in 17 different 
cities in Mongolia with a steadily growing number of more than 250 
Deaf Christians!

Praise God for this fruit, and thank you for your role in bringing the 
Gospel to Deaf Mongolians who are eagerly receiving this truth and 
letting it transform their lives. Please pray for all the workers in God’s 
fields who are facing giants on a daily basis. Pray that they would be 
courageous and prevail in the face of these challenges just like Caleb 
and Joshua did in the book of Numbers.


