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A DEVASTATING SIGHT
Have you heard of fingerspelling?
The basic definition is to use different
handshapes that represent letters
to spell out written words. It’s
something sign languages use as a
form of borrowing. I’ll give an English
example - the word CROISSANT.
English borrowed that word from
French. But we don’t pronounce it
like the French do. We use our own
way of pronunciation. That’s what
fingerspelling is like. American Sign
Language uses fingerspelling quite a bit.
Even words that a lot of people might
not realize are fingerspelled actually
are. DOG looks like someone snapping,
but it’s actually a quick fingerspelling
of D-O-G. They take a word from
another language and use their own
pronunciation in their language.
But then there are times when
fingerspelling is used because
they don’t actually have a word for
something. They’re seeing it for the
first time in a written language and
don’t know what it means. They’re
trying to pronounce it and they use
fingerspelling, but it doesn’t really
give meaning to the word. With that
as a background, I’d like to share
what happened during our survey of a
country in the Middle East.

I witnessed someone fingerspell the most devastating word.
We “traveled” virtually, since this survey was conducted
online, to several different cities. There are three different
survey tools that allow us to learn about the language(s) in
a country. One of them is called Word List collection. We
have around 260 different picture concepts (ie. nouns, verbs,
colors, opposites) in a slideshow and we ask participants for
their sign for the concept. At the end of the slideshow, we
ask about different religions, such as Hinduism, Buddhism,
and Christianity. Then we get to what we really want and ask
their sign for Jesus. Up to this point in my life and work, I’ve
never met someone who didn’t know the sign for Jesus.

They always do the same thing, it’s like the only universal
sign—the middle finger of one hand touching the palm of
another hand and then vice versa, showing the holes in
Jesus’ hands where He was hung on the cross.

But for the first time, I had someone tell me, “A-S-I, I don’t know.” (“Asi” is the written form of Jesus in this country.)
They fingerspelled His name as a placeholder because that was all they knew. I didn’t know my heart could
break into such small pieces. I’ve never been
punched in the gut, but now I know what it
feels like.
These people NEED Jesus. We all know that.
But some of them don’t even know His
name. It’s ok if you’re crying right now.
I am, too.
“Jesus, meet the Deaf in this country. Show
them Your glory, grace, love, and peace.
Catch their hearts. Restore them to You like
only You can. Let them be one with You as
You and the Father are one.”
If you weren’t sure if this work is important,
here’s your proof. Saving one person in
this country who doesn’t know the name
of Jesus is worth the weeks I’ve spent
collecting data, analyzing, reporting and
presenting to DOOR leadership about what
we’ve found so that a translation project
and 2-by-2 team can go and bring the love
of Jesus. That’s what this is all about.

I NEED YOUR HELP
Friends,
Thank you so much for helping support my work with DOOR International. Your gifts of prayer and financial
support are essential to bringing Jesus to many who have never had access to God’s Word or even through a
person who can share Jesus with them. Please consider giving monthly or increasing your gift so that I can meet
my expenses. I have a ways to go and I would also appreciate your willingness to share my need with others you
may know.

About Door
DOOR International’s mission is to bring God’s Word and reproducing Christian fellowships
to the Deaf of the world. DOOR is a non-denominational, non-profit (501(c)3) Christian
mission organization of many Deaf people (and a few hearing people).
135 N. State St., Suite 200
Zeeland, MI • 49464
616.741.7200
DOORInternational.org

To Send Donations: Dept. 9012, P.O. Box 30516, Lansing, MI 48909-8016
While DOOR seeks to apply every gift as intended, all contributions are solicited with
the understanding that DOOR has complete discretion and control over the use of all
donated funds.

