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Hello all! 

We hope this newsletter finds you well. 
We’re somehow in August already. 
How the year is flying by! Since we last 
wrote, things have really been barreling 
along here at DOOR. We feel extremely 
fortunate to be part of the amazing 
adventure of growing God’s Kingdom 
among the Deaf communities of the 
world; it’s an enormous frontier with so 
much need and discovery to be done. 

SURVEY IN 
WEST ASIA
In May and June, we worked on 
researching a sign language in West 
Asia, using video calls to conduct our 
fieldwork for the first time ever. It was 
an experiment requiring a lot of patience 
and adjustment, but thanks to the help 
of some really terrific locals, we were 
able to gather all the data we needed. 
Based on the data we collected from a 
wide range of Deaf individuals in that 
country, we’re recommending that 
DOOR proceed with engaging local 
partners and begin a translation project 
in that sign language. 

There are a lot of steps before such a 
project can begin, and it may still be 
many years before the first Bible verses 
are published. 

Pray with us for an expedient process and a translation 
that will change many lives in the indigenous Deaf 
community. Here’s a small sample of the kind of data 
we collect. This pie chart shows percentages of similarity 
between Deaf individuals from two different cities. Each 
participant was shown over 200 pictures, and asked their 
local sign for each concept. 

The green represents where they gave the identical sign; 
yellow represents very similar signs that would easily be 
recognized as the same; orange signifies significant variation 
(probably greater than you would see among dialects 
of English around the world), and red represents that a 
completely different sign was given. This degree of variation 
is actually fairly typical among signers. Imagine speaking 
with someone whose every tenth word you didn’t know! 
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CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE TRANSLATION
In addition to survey, we’re hoping to wrap up a long-term project in the near future: the development of an 
educational document on Chronological Bible Translation (CBT). CBT, DOOR’s primary style of Bible translation, 
is simply the practice of translating selected portions of Scripture with the intent to present them in the order 
the events took place, creating an overview of the broader narrative of the Bible. Many of you are probably 
familiar with paper chronological Bibles available in Christian book stores; DOOR’s CBT is essentially the 
same concept, but in video. Unfortunately, there is a lot of persistent confusion and misinformation about 
what CBT is and is not. We’ve been working hard to create a document and signed video that sets the record 
straight on this topic. We hope to include a link to this content in our next newsletter when it’s complete! 

DOOR APP: THE BIBLE IN SIGN LANGUAGE
Coming soon to your mobile device
One final project that’s been consuming a lot of our time lately is overseeing the development of a new DOOR 
website and mobile app for watching sign language Bible content. While there are a handful of good apps out 
there for doing just that, they have various weaknesses that our staff and partners have asked us to correct—
most importantly, eliminating the need for an active internet connection to watch Bible videos. Deaf community 
members want to be able to download verses, chapters, and entire books of the Bible to their phones and 
keep them available for watching later, when they may not have internet access (or internet access is slow or 
costly). You may even be familiar with this functionality on the Netflix app. 
Turns out this is a surprisingly difficult task, and we’ve been hard at work 
identifying a platform and building out a user interface to meet the specific 
needs of the Deaf communities we serve. We hope to be able to release 
this new app on the Apple and Google Play stores before the end of 2022. 
Pray we would have success, communicate well with the developers, and be 
able to obtain all the funds we need for this expensive project. 

UPCOMING TRAVEL
In our future, it’s looking like we might be headed to Asia for as long as a 
month sometime in October and November to do more language survey 
fieldwork. Pray for God’s blessing on this trip and project!


