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culture 
OR MANNERS?
“Isn’t it possible that it’s not culture; it’s just simple manners?” This was 
a question from a hearing person who recently went through the DOOR 
orientation week I teach. He genuinely wanted to understand. It is not an easy 
task to step out of your own cultural perspective and try to see the world 
through another’s eyes.

We were talking about things that Deaf people do that might feel 
uncomfortable or impolite to hearing people, like making extraneous noise 
during a meeting, commenting directly on changes in someone’s appearance, 
or telling long and detailed stories. These are very appropriate and acceptable 
in the context of Deaf culture, but can easily be misunderstood by hearing 
people.

This doesn’t happen only in Deaf/hearing interactions; it happens in any cross-
cultural interaction. People on each side often think that the behavior of 
those from the other culture is inappropriate, unacceptable, immature, etc. 
In fact, it can appear odd or inconsiderate to Deaf people when hearing people 
point out extraneous noises, refrain from commenting 
on a change in someone’s appearance, or give brief and 
vague responses to questions about their day or their 
experience.

There’s nothing inherently good or evil, right or wrong, 
in those behaviors. But different cultures interpret 
them differently. The way to be polite, 
considerate, respectful, etc. varies from one 
culture to the next.

So is it culture? Is it “just simple manners”? 
The place where cultures intersect is a complex 

one. The deeper values behind the 
manners, like caring for others, may be 
universal. But manners … and all of the 
external living out of those values ... can 

vary from culture to culture.

 prayer 
REQUESTS
• Wisdom and perspective for 

all our staff as they serve 

the Lord and others cross-

culturally.

• The ongoing spiritual 

growth of all of our staff, 

and that the Holy Spirit 

would continue to work in 

tea break conversations 

and other unexpected 

moments, as well as in more 

formal worship and learning 

opportunities.

• Rebecca as she coordinates 

interpreting needs both 

virtual and in-person, in 

multiple sign languages.

• Me as I focus on international 

member care and training.



meaningful 
CONVERSATIONS
During my recent two months in South Asia, I was chatting with two Deaf 

people at tea break. I mentioned Hurricane Ian, which was approaching Florida. 

Somehow, this led into a conversation about natural disasters around the world. 

Since I grew up in California, of course, earthquakes came up. We discussed 

tectonic plates and how their pressure and movement can cause earthquakes. 

These Deaf people were very intelligent, but, like most Deaf people in the 

world, grew up in a sub-standard education system, so this was new to them.

After our scientific conversation, one of them 

asked about God’s role in natural disasters. 

Does He cause them, just allow them, or 

have no control over them at all? Are they 

judgment, coincidence, or something else? 

That led into quite a long conversation, 

looking at the many passages in Scripture 

where people suffer, and looking at what God’s Word says about suffering. 

There are no simple answers, but there is richness and depth and an ever-

present God who is all-loving and all-powerful.

Our 15-minute tea break became an hour-long conversation, another step in 

their faith journey, and ended only because we all needed to get back to work. I 

love conversations like this.

Thank you so much for your part in seeing Deaf lives transformed by the Lord 

and His Word. As we approach the end of the year, would you ask if the 

Lord is leading you to be a part (or more of a part) of this support team? My 

monthly support is currently at 70%. If you have any questions or would like to 

chat, feel free to reach out. I’d love to talk with you (whether or not it’s about 

support!).
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the world. DOOR is a non-denominational, non-profit 501(c)(3) Christian mission organization of many Deaf people 
(and a few hearing people).

To send donations: Dept. 9012, P.O. Box 30516, Lansing, MI 48909-8016 
or at doorinternational.org/donate

While DOOR seeks to apply every gift as intended, all contributions are solicited with the
understanding that DOOR has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds.
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praise
Praise God for Rebecca, 

our new Interpreter 

Coordinator. She has a 

Deaf sister, a BA in ASL/

English interpreting, and 

national certification. She’s 

an excellent interpreter 

with a heart for the Lord 

and the Deaf world. 

We’ve worked together 

for a few months, and 

now I’ve handed over the 

reins to her. I’m moving 

back towards a focus on 

member care and training. 

I will continue to interpret 

sometimes, but am so 

grateful to be able to leave 

the complex interpreter 

coordination work in 

Rebecca’s capable hands.

Wishing you a Jesus-filled Christmas as you celebrate the miracle of God becoming 

human to bring us into relationship with Himself!
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